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MOST APPROACHABLE VICE - CHANCELLOR

Meena Krishnaswami
American Institute of Indian Studies, Madras.

There was nothing ostentatious, flashy or spectacular
about him to attract a person sceing him for the first time.
After having spent some timein his company one came away
deeply impressed by his quiet dignity, his simplicity, his
delightful charm, his sincerity, and most important of all,
his deep humility and humanity.

He bad an innate child-like simplicity and frankness,
devoid of any sort of formality, artificiality and pretence.
He was a shrewd judge of character and was capable of
assessing a person at the very first meeting. His suffering
was intense when a person in whom he had hopes did not
live upto his expectations.

As a representative of the American Institute of Indian
Studies I have conducted business with him. Tne speed and
eficiency with which he conducted business was truly
amazing. He tooh a keen and personal interest in our Tamil
Progran.

The personal touch which he gave to the Program was
something that had to be seen to be appreciated. | have
never felt, while I was with him, that I was in the presence
of a Vice-Chancellor of a University. Our students and
some of the Institute officials who had occasion to meet him
have expressed that he was the most approachable Vice-
Chancellor they had ever met.

Mu. Va., to usc the affectionate term, was a firm
believer in God, the Supernatural Power. But he did not
believe in any form of organized religion. He had great
respect for all religions. He was very fond of saying that
he liked to attend prayers at the mosque, services at
churches, and worship at temples. He would speak with
sorrow about the cruelty perpetrated in the name of the
various religions. Listening to his talk one could very easily
discern the sensitive heart grieving for man.

He was human, so very human. This quality of his
will be ever green in the minds of thosc who have come into
contact with him just as his crcative writings, because o
this human quality in them, will be read and appreciated as
long as there arc human beings on the face of the earth,
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